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AP PROACH 
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St. Fabn 9, 9. 4. the FIX part. The Nh 
cometh, when no Man can N ork. 


oD Alraihty ſent us 15 this World 
to be Imploy d, and to be Uſeful in 
it; and that we may be ſo, of his Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs: He hath furniſh'd us with Ta- 
| tents and Abilities, which at the ſame time fit 
us for Imployment, and direct us to it: But, 
alas! how few anſwer the end of their Coming, 
and of the Abilities whereby they are 2 
to do ſo? How many, inſtead of being like 
the Tree the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of, planted by the 
A 


z Rivers 


* The Approach of the Great Nl. 
Rivers of water, ich bringeth forth his frnit in his ſea. 
ſen, are like the fruitleſs Fig-tree, which -fery'd 
only to cumber the Ground; either burden, ot 
diſturb the Earth they live on? 
Nor is it becauſe we want motives ſufficient 
to perſwade us to out Duty; but becauſe we 
do not daly reflect upon them. There is a 
Motive in the words I have read, which, if 
rightly conſider d, could not but have a mighty 
influence upon us; The Night cometh when no Man 
At the firſt Verſe of this Chapter we read, 
that our Saviour, as he paſſed by, Saw = Ian 
which was blind from his birth. The appearance 
of extraordinary things uſually excites to enqui- 
ry after the cauſe of them; and if they be 
diſaſtrous, harſh cenſures are frequently paſſed, 
and ſuppoſals made. Thus twas in the pre- 
ſent caſe; His Diſciples asked him, ſaying, Maſter, 
who did Sin, this Man, or bis Parents, that he was 
born blind? Suppoſing that ſo great Suffering muſt 
be the effect of ſome particular Sin. Our Saviour 
gave them an anſwer very different from what they 
ſeem'd to have expected; an anſwer which 
ſhews how apt we are to miſrepreſent God's Pro- 
vidence, to miſunderſtand the deſign of his 
inflictions; Neither hath this Man finned nor bis 


Parents: 


The Approach of the Great Night. 3 
Parents, but that the works of Cod ſhould be male 


manifeſt m bim, that is, by the miraculous Cute 
to be wrought upon him. 


Upon this mention of the Works of God, our 
bleſſed Lord adds, I wnſt work the works of bins 
that fent me, while it u Day, and then 2 


reaſon in the words J have propoſed, the Night 
cometh When no Man can work. 


In "OY of them 1 intend to conſider, 


2. The 3 of ir, the Nieh cometh; 


3. The Incapacity it puts us under, when no 
Man can work, 
Athly, and laſtly, To offer ſomething for 

the Improvement of that which ſhall be de- 
liverd. 

I begin with the Ni obt ; of which we are de- . 1 
cently minded by che Repreſentation of Dark- Sasel 
neſs and Sorrow, which furround ns. _ 
Night is variouſly taken in Holy Scripture, 
ſometimes Properly, ſometimes Metaphorically. 

As it is Metaphorically taken, it ſometimes ſig- 
niſies a time of Ignorance and Vice; ſo in thoſe 
well known words of St. Paul, Rom. 13. 12. 
The Night 4s * ſpent, the — is at hand; ſome- 


times 


; 
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times a time of Affliction, as Taiah 26. 9. With 
my Soul 1 have deſired thee in the Night. In ſhore, 


hore” it ſignifies Death ; the Night, chat is, Death 


| Cometh, | 


How fitly Death may be compared to, ot 
repreſented by Night, will appear, if we . 
der the following * 


1. In the Night we cannot enjdy the light 
of the Sun : gle when Death comes, 
as we cannot partake of the Comforts of this 
Life, ſo neither can we enjoy the Light 0 
the Goſpel, or the Sun of Ri e 2. 


now. if it be ſaid, Good Chriſtians do 4 
when Death comes, need the li ght they have 


rejoyced in, and walked by; x then they 


exchange cheir preſent light for that of Glory; 
that inſtead of ſeeing God in his Works, and 
in his Word, they view his Face in "Hea- 
ven; they ſee the Bleſſed Jeſus, the deſire of 
Nations, and the delight of Holy Souls at the 


Right-hand of his Eternal Father. I anſwer, 


That this is indeed their Happiness; but bow 


Miſerable are others in their removal from the 


light of the Goſpel! Tis their Sin that they 
wil not now make uſe of it, when Death comes, 
it will be their milery that they cannot. Then 


the 
4 


The Approach of the Great Night. 
the joyful Sound will not be to be heard; none 
of the days of the Son of Man will be to be 
ſeen. It will be as impoſſible for chem to 
have the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſe to them with 
healing in bis wings, as it will be for them to fear 
Gods Name, which fits us for it. 


1. Night confines us to our Houſes, our 
Chambers, our Beds: {ſuitably Death puts us 
under Confinernent in the Grave, There they are 
confined, whoſe Ambition, in the time of their 


Lives, knew no bounds ; whom Kingdoms could 


not atisfie ; who if they could have been Maſters 
of the World, would have complained of the nar- 
townels of their borders. Tis Confinement of the 
Body only,which I am now ſpeaking of ; the Souls 
of Wicked Men are put into worſe Priſons. The 
Souls of the Righteous, when ſeparated from 
the Body, go into glorious Liberty ; they flee 
away, and are at Reſt; they flee into Para- 
diſe, into Abraham's Boſom, and under the Wings 
of the Almighty. They ſhall indecd be united 
to the ſame Bodies Spiriualized; but they ſhall 
never any more be clogged with their Carnal 


Bodies, or preſs d down with the weight of 
Sin and Miſery. 


z. Night 
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3. Night is acceptable to the weary Tra- 
veller, to the induſtrious Labourer : in like 
manner Death is welcome to thoſe who have 
faithfully ſerved their Lord and Maſter, have 
been only careful to do the Works of Him that 
ſent them. The Night of Death muſt nced- 
be acceptable to fach, becauſe of the Reſt it 
brings them. Bleſſed are the dead which dye in 


. 11. the Lord, from henceforth, yea, ſaith the Spirit, that | 


they may reſt from their labours. They reft from 
the honeſt, yet painful Labours of their par- 
ticular Callings; they reft from the Labours | 
of our General Calling; from the labours of | 
Repentance; from the troubleſome, yer neceila- | 
ry works ot Mortification and Self-denial. They 
need no longer ro work out their Salvation 
with Fear and Trembling. They will have 
no Enemies to oppole them, or to "he oppoſed 
dy them; they will have no Luſts warring in 
their Members ; no fleſhly luſts ro be foughr with, 
that War againſt the Soul. 


They will particularly be at reſt from all Di- 
putes, Contentions, and Controverſies, whether 
in Civil or Religious Matters; ſuch as now di- 


vide, 
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vide, and exerciſe, and perplex the Church and 
World, to the great grief of all that are erul 7 
Wile and Good. 


Hi motus animorum, atque hec certamina tanta 


Pulveris exigui jactu Compre ſſa quieſcent, 


So Vugil obſerves concerning Bees; throw 
a little duſt upon them, and that will part the 
Fray, end the Quarrel: ſo, when the duſt of 
the Grave comes to be thrown upon us, all 
our Controverſies will ceaſe; and how well 
would it be, if that which Death muſt end, 
might to the comtort of our Lives be ended 
before! In ſhort, they ſhall reſt from all 
the Troubles of this World; nor may God's 


Virg. 


Georg. 4. 


V. 86, 87. 


faichful Servants expect to de fully at gal. from 


them till Death comes. The kind of their 
Affliction may be changed; but they ſhall be 
Afflicted Al. The Seas hey pals ee may 
have different names, but they mult look to 
be roſſed in all of them. O happy Night which 
brings ſuch reſt! that ends our labours in the 
bleſſed comfort of a ſweet Repole / 


— 


8 


Rom. 2. 
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Athly, and laſtly, Night is ſucceeded by 
Day : accordingly Death by the Day of Judg- 
ment, the Day of the Lord; the Day when the 
Graves and the Books ſhall be opened, and the Se- 
crets of all Hearts diſcloſed ; when God ſhall 
judge the Secrets of Men by Jeſus Chriſt according to 


the Goſpel. in a word, the day of final Re- 


demption to all faithful and perſevering Chri- 
ſtians. After this ſhall follow one Everlaſting 


Day; a Day that ſhall laſt to all Eternity; 


a Day which will need no Sun to enlighten 
it; a Day which no Clouds will darken ; which 
no Storms will diſturb ; a day which no Night 
ſhall follow. So much of the Firſt Head pro- 

pos'd to be Conſider d. 


In the Second place, of the approach of this 
Night; The Night cometh, Of this in the fol- 
towing particulars, 


1. This Night will Come upon, will ſeize 
all. Some Duſt may be finer, and ſome courſer; 
Some Bodies may be Cabinets of meaner, ſome of 
nobler, larger, ſublimer Souls, and be better 
organized than others to receive them ; bur all 

W CO EN-EIÞ Bodies 
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Bodies ſhall return to the Earch, be diſſolved 
or changed. All Sublunary things ſuffer ſome- 
thing like Death, even ſuch as promiſe longeſt 
continuance. Oak decays and rots; Marble 


will diſſolve into duſt. 


Cum Licini marmora pulvis erunt. 


Where is Babylon the Great 2 Where are the Car- 
caſſes of many once Flouriſhing Towns and 
Cities? As to Men, however they differ other- 
wiſe, they all agree in Death. The J/raelites 


had in Goſhen light in their dwellings, when 


the Egyptians were benighted with dreadful dark- 


neſs ; but this Night equally covers all, Egyb- 
ians and Tſraelites too. 


1. Tice Bad Men ; Nie! the mighty hunter. 
of Men, Pharaoh, Sennacherib, Ant iochus, Herod, 
Pont ius Pilate, Julian, and Phocas, and many o- 


thers, Atheiſts, Tyrants, Apoſtates, and Hypo- 


crites; whoſe names rot and Rink, were long 


ſince turned: into duſt. 


2. For Good Men - the firſt that ever died 
was Righteous Abel; Abraham the Friend of 
_ God; 
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God; David the Man after Gods own heart; 


and Hegekiab, who walked before him in Truth. 


and with a perfect Heart, {leep in the Grave. 
The Red-Letters in che Kalender of the Church; 

the noble Army of Martyrs in St. Ambroſe's 
Creed, ſhew that Righteouſneſs does not deli- 
ver from Temporal Death. How vain and ar- 
rogant was Menander, who, as we read in 
Juſtin Martyrs apology to Antoninus Pius the 
Emperor, told his Diſciples they ſhould not dye! 
and how abſurd was their folly, who would 


ſuffer themſelves to be ſo impoſed upon, and de- 


inded ! 


But our Saviour, it may be ſaid, has pro- 
miſed, That if a Man keep bis ſaying, be ſhall ne- 
Ver ſee death. | anſwer , 1 hat yet the molt 
eminent of thoſe, who have kept our Saviour's 
Saying, have ſeen Death as well as others; ſo 
that it is plain, our Saviour is not to be un- 


derſtood of Death that conſiſts in the ſepara- 


tion of the Soul from Body; but of that more 
terrible death, which conſills in the everlaſting 
ſeparation of the Soul from God. This pa 


none that keep our Saviour's Sayings ſhall fee, 


or luffer; che other none may hope to be 
exempted 
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exempted from; For it is approinted for all Men 


once 10 che by the Sovereign of all the World; 
whoſe appointment no power can alter, no ſub- 


tilty elude. 


2. Tis uncertain when this Night will come. 
ihe Jſraelites knew, when they ſhould be de- 
livered out of the Land of Egypt; God having 
promiſed to deliver them after Four Hundred Years. 
The ſame Iſraelites knew the term of their Ba- 
byloniſh Captivity; God having prefix d Seventy 
Years for it: but none know, when their Souls 
{hall be brought out of bondage; when they 
ſhall be deliver'd from captivity; when they 


hall return to the heavenly Canaan, which 


flows with good "Things far more deſireable 


chan the Milk and Honey che other was renown'd 
for. This is certain, that as the Labourers were 


called into the Vineyard, ſo Men are called out 
of the World at ſeveral hours of the day. Some 
dye in Infancy, look into the World, and la- 
ment their Miſery and leave it. Others live a 
longer time, and raiſe a great expectation, which 
yet is ſoon diſappointed; or elſe do a great deal 
of good in a little time, and then leave thoſe 
ia Tears that loved them, and deſir d, and 2 
e 
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ed their longer ſtay. Some by violent courſes 


break the Thread of their Lives before half 


their Days are ſpent; bring Night upon them- 


| lelves before Noon. Some by the ſpecial bleſſing 


of God live long to give a good example,. and 


to do much good in the World; others God, 


Righteous in his Judgments, ſuffers ro continue, 


tho” they are the terrors and the ſcourges of choſe 
who are concern'd in them. 


God has moſt wiſely kept the knowledge 
of the time of our death 0 us, that we 


may always live in expectation of it, always 


be prepared for it; that, not knowing when 


the enemy will approach, we may be always 


upon the guard, always ready for the great 
encounter. Pg 


adly; and laſtly, We know not after what changes 
in our Day, our Night will come ; how ho 
or tempeſtuous our day may be. Many times, 
when the Morning is Fair and Clear, on the 
{udden Clouds arile, and Thunder and Storms 
follow. As it is in the Weather, fo in the 
Courle of our Lives: He that hath been the 
envy of others, on the ſudden may be the ob- 


ject 
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ject of their ſcorn or pity. That Spoke of the 
Wheel, as one of the diſtreſſed Princes, that 


help'd to draw proud King Sefeftris's Chariot 
cold him, which is now uppermoſt, is on the 
ſudden nethermoſt again. We have ſeen and 
heard ſuch ſtrange alterations of Affairs in our 
time, that if we are not from them convinced 
of the uncertainty of the World, do not learn 
to be not bigh-minded, but to fear, we are very 


dull, ill proficients amidſt the greateſt e | 


nities. 


P now proceed to is Third Hed; The tw | 
capacity which Death puts us under, When m no 


Man can work, 


By way of Nluſtration let me ſhew, 


t. That when the Ni ght of Death comes, N 


no evil Works can be . the Works of 
darkneſs are then at an end. Death will top 
the Sinner in his mad Career; thoſe Sinners, 


whom no Exhortations of: God's Miniſters, 15 


Entreaties of Friends, no Mercies or Judgments 
of God could prevail with! © But O miſerable 
Men, who. then ceaſe to do evil, when they 
| C cannot 
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cannot learn to do well; then end a bad life, 

when they cannot begin a good one; whoſe 
Sins are broken off by: neceſſi:y, not by Repen- 
rance |! 


2. No good Works can be done, when the 
Night of Death comes. 


ptum so. 1 No Works of Piety. Wilt thon ſhew won- 
n ders to the dead? Shall the Dead ariſe and praiſe 
thee * Shall thy loving kindneſs be declared in the 
grave, or thy faithfulneſs in deſtruction? as the 
Plalmiſt ſpeaks. The grave cannot praiſe thee, (aid 
Iaah 38. King FdezeKiah, Death cannot cclebrate thee ; they 
” a go down into the pit, cannot hope for thy Truth. 
When Death comes, there will be no oppor- 
tunity of praiſing God, or of praying to him. 
We can exerciſe no Grace; we can neither 
Believe, nor Repent, nor Obey ; we cannot 

_ lament 'paſt Errors, and Failings, and Sins; the 
negle& of God's Word, his Worſhip, and Ser- 
vice; whether neg lected Atheiſtically, and Pro- 
fanely; or e Sciſmatically, and Hypo- 
critically. We cannot then work out our 


Salvation, or do any thing towards ſecuring Hea- 
ven. 


Put 
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But when the Body lies in the Grave, may | 
not the Soul act toward the advantage of both? | 
I anſwer, No; The condition of thoſe that are 
departed this Life is fixed and unalterable. 

Hic vita aut amittitur, aut tenetur; as St, Cyprian s:. cypri- 

in his Diſcourſe to Demetrian ſpeaks : In the c 
moment of this life a happy Eternity is loſt, 9e. 

or ſecured, And again, in his diſcourſe of 
Mortality, Ad refrigerium juſti vocantur, ad ſup- Lem de 
plicium rapiuntur injuſti: Good Men are called out 18. 
of this World into a Comfortable Condition, 

Bad are ſnatched away into a State of Suffer- 

ing. So that vain is their hope, who think of 
being purged and cleanſed after this Life in or- 

ded to being ſitted for a better. To ſuch may 

be apply'd the words of the Prophet Jonah, 

They that obſerve lying Vanities, ſorſake their own Jona 2.8. 
Mercy; they hinder themſelves of the benefit - 
of choſe Mercies they might be happy in, if 

they would wiſely lay hold upon preſen: op- 
portunities, and take the encouragement of the 
Golden Scepter now held forth to invice 


O a 2. No 
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2. No Works of Juftice can be done, 
when Death comes. Then the Robber, 
the Deceiver, the Slanderer will be be- 
yond the opportunity of making or offer- 
ing ſuch Satisfactions, as they may make 
or offer in this World, and as they muſt, 
il they would enter into God's Heavenly King- 
dom. 


3- No Work of Charity can be done, when 
1 Death comes; then no Alms can be given, no 
| Injuries forgiven ; no Spiritual or Corporal Ne- 
ceſſities relieved, Then we can neither do good 
Works our ſelves, nor provoke others to the do- 
ing of them. While we enjoy this Life, if 
we have the Grace to be Devout and Chaii- 
table, our Prayers and our Alms, like thoſe 
of Cornelius, will go up, as a Memorial before 
God: but when Death comes, the aſcent 
will not only be interrupted, bur ftopt; no- 
thing of that odour of a ſweet ſmell, which the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of, Philip. 4. 18. that Sacrifice ac- 


ceptable, well pleaſing to God, can come from the 
Grave. | 


Nor 
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Nor is there any need to prove that it is 
thus; that, when the Night comes, no Man 
can Work in this manner. View the Body 
when the Soul has forſaken it; look upon te 

pale Face; the ſunk and cloſed Eyes; the 
Fellow Cheeks; the Mouth that ſpeaks not; 
the Hands that handle not; the Feet that 
walk not. Look upon the Body as it lies 
| breathleſs, a lifeleſs Carcaſe; a cold lump 


of ſenſleſs Clay; and thence you will 


conclude, that when the Night of Death 


comes, it will be impoſſible for any one to 


Vork. 


Let me now addreſs my ſelf to you in a few 
words of e 


1. In as much as the Ni ght will come, 


when no Man can Work, 14 we know 


17 


not how ſoon; ay, and thi Day of Judg- 


ment will follow it, when we ſhall be 


called to an account of what we have done; 
let me expoſtulate with you in the words 


of the Houſholder in the Parable, Why ſtand 


Je here all the day idle? Do they believe ;-- the 
Night 


—̃ 
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Night will come, or that the Coming of it 
can be of any dreadful conſequence to them ; 
Do they believe that ſhortly there ſhall be no 
more time for them, who waſte away - their 
lives in Idleneſs and Sin ? who ſpend their time 
in doing nothing, or that which is as bad as 
nothing, and frequently in that which is worle ; 


in diſhonouring God ; in injuring their Neigh- 


bours; in wounding their own Conſciences ; 
and in deſtroying their own Souls? How 
dreadful will the Approach of the Night, 
and of the Day, I have been ſpeaking 
of, be to ſuch as theſe? If the Righteous 
ſcarcely be ſaved, where ſhall ſuch Ungodly 
Wretches, ſuch Sinners appear ? They ſhall ap- 


pear, but in the greateſt Horrour and confuſton | 
before the dread Tribunal of our bleſſed Lord, 


and thence depart accurſed into everlaſt- 


ing Fire prepared for the Devil and his An- 
gels, ta” off Aer 


Once more Secondly, Let the Conſideration 1 


of the Night, which will come, when no Man 


can Work, perſwade us all, in this our Day, to 


look after the things which belong to our ever- 


laſting Peace; while we have opportuni- 


LY, 
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ty, to do all the good we can; to make 
the beſt uſe of our Time we are capable of. 
Let us count that day loſt in which we _ 
not acted ſomething to the Glory of God, 

the Good of Man; in which we have not 
made ſome progrels towards Heaven; ſet a 
ſtep towards a blefled Eternity. Let not 


our time be taken up in little, unconcerning 
things; let the weightier matters of the Law, 


Judgment, Mercy, Faith; the great duties 


of the Goſpel, be our chief and conſtant 
Care. | 


| Remarkable was the Proteſtation wich which 
an Eminent, well known Perſon is ſaid to have“ 
Concluded his life; That He would give all 
* his Learning and Honour (and his ſhare 
in both was large) for the plain Integri- 
«ry, and harmleſs Innocence of a devout 
poor Man, whom he mention d, who ſpent 
Eight hours of his Day in Prayer, Eight i in La- 


© bour, and but Eight in Sleep and other ne- 
« cellaries. 


Tis Canſcientia bene acte vite, (in Tullys Phraſe) 


H. Groti- 


Fat. 
Warn.toa 
Careleſs 
World, 
Quarto. 


357 36. 


De Sencli. 


the ſenſe of a well {peat life, Which will be our b. Lo. 


Comfort 


Fol. 
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Comfort in old Age, when we are upon our 


Death-bed, at the Day of Judgment, and for 
Ever. | 


Upon the Occaſion, 


FAD I not been reſtrained by the Plea- 
ſure of the Honourable Perſonage ; whoſe 
Remains were lately depoſited in this Place, 
from the mention of Her Name in a Funeral 
Sermon; I hope, I ſhould neither have flatter'd 
the Memory of the Dead, nor have fawn'd upon 
the Living; For as the former would have been 
needleſs, as well as unjuſt; ſo the latter would 
not have been endured; as indeed it ought to be 


abhorr d. 


However, if I had been left to my liberty, 

I ſhould have thought my ſelf obliged to have 
propoſed for imitation, an Example of Humi- 
XA lity, 
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lity, Conde ſcenſion, and Courteſy in High 
Birth and Quality. An Example of Hu- 
mility, that ſcrupled not to enter the 
meaneſt Cottage, where Honeſt, Vertuous, 
Induſtrious Perſons might be thought to 
dwell. An Example of Readineſs to do 
any good Office, that was recommended 
or delir'd. An Example of a generous 
Miſtreſs, of a Friendly and Obliging Neigh- 
bour; of a Wife Aﬀectionate, far be- 

yond the Common Rate; concern d for 

every Intereſt of Her Husband. An Ex- 
ample of Prudent Charity, I may add 

Pious too; She having not only taken 

care, that the Poor Children of this Pa- 

riſh may be provided of Honeſt Callings 
in all ſucceeding times; but that they 
may have a ſenſe of Religion; it being 
directed by Her Ladiſhip, That before 
they are put forth ro Trades, they 
 fhould be Examined, as to that, by the Mi- 
niſter. ee He 


An Example of remarkable Evenneſs 
of Temper in the Courſe of Life, and 
of great Patience under the Exerciſe of 
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Sickneſs and Pain upon the Approach of 
Death. 8 


An Example of a Serious Chriſtian, who 
did not, as far, as I can remember, in 
more than Seven Years omit one op- 
portunity of receiving the Bleſſed Sacra- 
ment of our Lord's Supper; who in the 
time of Her Sickneſs with 'great readineſs 
made profeſſion of Her Faith, Her Re- 
pentance, and Charity; and in a moſt de- 


vout manner received the Abſolution of the 
Church. | 4 3 2810 . 2 


I muſt not Conclude without intreating 
You to conſider, That ſeeing no appear- 
ance of Health, and firmneſs of Conſtituti- 
on is to be depended on; that ſeeing; no 
Quality, no Advantages of the World; 
no Vertue, no Grace can ſecure from the 
Grave; that ſeeing no skill, no diligence 
of Phyſicians; not the moſt exquiſite Care 
of Relations can prevent Death; how 
much it Concerns us not to Trifle away 
any opportunity, any moment of our Lives; 
but on the contrary, to apply our ſelves with 

the 
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the greateſt ſeriouſneſs to that Holy and 
Heavenly Wiſdom , whilſt we live "have, 


23 


which may in the end bring us to Life Everlaſt- 5 


ing, through the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt our 


Saviour, to whom with Thee, O Father, and 


the Holy Spirit, be Glory both now and for 
ever. Amen, 


#1 N 1-8 


